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Washington,   D.    C, 
March  1956 


This  report  deals  with  uses  of  and  preferences  for 
cotton  and  competing  fibers.  It  is  one  of  a  series 
of  studies  on  farm  products  conducted  "by  the  Market 
Development  Branch,  Marketing  Research  Division. 
This  phase  of  market  research  is  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Trienah  Meyers. 

The  research  was  conducted  under  authority  of  the 
Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of  19^6.  The  Agricul- 
tural Marketing  Service  assumed  major  responsibil- 
ity for  the  study,  with  cooperation  and  advice 
from  other  services  in  the  Department  and  from  the 
National  Cotton  Council  of  America. 

The  data  on  which  this  report  is  based  were  collected 
by  Audits  and  Surveys  Company  of  New  York,  under  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


TEENAGE  GIRLS  DISCUSS  THEIR  WARDROBES 
and  their  attitudes  toward 
COTTON    AND    OTHER    FIBERS 

A  Preliminary  Summary  Report 
By  Esther  S.  Hochstim,  project  director,  Market  Development  Branch 


The  data  reported  here  are  based  on  1,751  personal  interviews  made  dur- 
ing September  1955  with  girls  lk   to  17  years  of  age.  The  sample  of  girls 
was  selected  by  area  probability  techniques  to  be  representative  of  all 
girls  in  the  United  States  in  this  age  group. 

A  great  deal  of  information  was  collected,  and  a  full  analysis  and  re- 
port is  being  prepared  for  publication.  This  preliminary  summary  provides 
a  preview  of  some  of  the  major  findings  concerning  the  items  of  clothing 
about  which  girls  were  questioned.  These  items  were  summer  skirts,  blouses, 
and  everyday  and  dressup  dresses;  winter  skirts,  blouses,  and  everyday  and 
dressup  dresses;  dress  length  slips,  standout  petticoats  or  crinolines, 
pajamas,  anklets  or  bobby  socks,  rainwear,  full-length  coats,  short  coats, 
sports  jackets,  shorts,  and  slacks.  The  survey  was  limited  to  readymade 
items  that  had  been  worn  in  the  last  year. 

This  preliminary  report  summarizes  information  on: 

The  percentage  of  girls  who  said  they  had  each  of  these  items 
in  their  wardrobes  and  what  materials  the  items  were  made  of. 

What  materials  predominated  in  selected  items  in  the  girls' 
wardrobes,  and  what  materials  the  girls  said  that  they  liked 
best. 

Reasons  for  preferring  cotton  in  various  garments.  Attitudes 
toward  other  fibers  will  be  shown  in  the  full  study. 

The  present  summary  discusses  the  wardrobes  and  opinions  of  lk-   to  17- 
year-old  girls  as  a  group.  It  is  expected  that  an  especially  interesting 
facet  of  the  full  report  will  be  analysis  of  similarities  and  differences 
among  girls  of  various  ages  within  this  teenage  public. 

Items  owned. --Practically  all  of  the  items  included  in  the  study  were 
in  most  of  the  teenage  girls'  wardrobes.  Particularly  widespread  was  owner- 
ship of  skirts  and  blouses  for  both  winter  and  summer  wear,  anklets  or  bobby 
socks,  slips,  pajamas,  standout  petticoats  or  crinolines,  shorts,  slacks, 
and  full-length  coats.  The  lowest  proportion  of  ownership  reported  in  this 
group  of  items  was  Ok   percent  for  slacks;  the  highest,  98  percent,  for  winter 
skirts.  Percentages  ranging  from  6j   to  78  percent  were  reported  for  short 
coats,  sports  jackets,  everyday  summer  dresses,  and  dressup  summer  dresses. 
Ownership  of  winter  dressup  dresses  was  reported  by  about  5  girls  in  10, 
winter  everyday  dresses  by  k   in  10,  raincoats  by  3  in  10,  and  coats  meant 
for  both  rain  and  dry  wear  by  more  than  2  in  10. 
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Following  are  the  proportions  of  the  1,751  girls  interviewed  who  said 
they  had  each  item  readymade: 

Item  Percent 

Winter  skirts  ■ ■ — ■• — --  98 

Anklets  or  bobby  socks  -- — ■ .--_  =  97 

Summer  blouses ■ •--  96 

Summer  skirts 9k 

Dress-length  slips 9^ 

Winter  blouses  ■ ,__-____..  93 

Pajamas  —————— ________  91 

Standout  petticoats  or  crinolines  --  88 

Shorts  --- 87 

Full-length  coats • 86 

Slacks 8U 

Short  coats ---- — — -  78 

Sports  jackets ■ — --■ 71 

Summer  everyday  dresses • ---  71 

Summer  dressup  dresses ■ 67 

Winter  dressup  dresses ■ ---  51 

Winter  everyday  dresses 39 

Raincoats  • ■ — ■ 32 

Multipurpose  coats  — ■ 25 

Fibers  owned  or  preferred. — For  each  item  of  readymade  clothing  girls 
said  they  owned,  they  were  asked  what  materials  they  had.  This  was  the  only 
question  asked  concerning  full-length  coats,  short  coats,  sports  jackets, 
shorts,  slacks,  and  pajamas.  Owners  of  the  other  items  were  asked,  in  addi- 
tion, what  material  they  liked  best  and  why  and,  in  the  case  of  items  where 
they  had  more  than  one  fiber,  which  fiber  predominated.  Broadly  speaking, 
figures  for  the  predominant  fiber  and  for  the  preferred  fibers  are  very  much 
alike . 

Summer  clothes. — Cotton  was  the  outstanding  fiber  in  all  k   of  the 
summer  items  discussed:  Skirts,  blouses,  and  everyday  and  dressup  dresses. 
Nylon  had  a  large  following  for  dressup  dresses  and  for  blouses.  About  2 
out  of  10  owners  of  dressup  dresses  named  rayon/acetate  _/  as  a  fiber  they 
had  and  almost  2  owners  in  10  said  they  had  skirts  or  dressup  dresses  of 
linen  (in  some  cases  probably  butcher  linen).  (Table  1.) 

Winter  clothes. — In  winter  skirts  and  dressup  dresses,  wool  was  the 
leading  fiber,  with  cotton  second  in  the  case  of  skirts  and  cotton  and  rayon/ 
acetate  vying  for  second  place  in  dressup  dresses.  Cotton  took  the  lead  in 
blouses  and  everyday  dresses,  with  wool  in  second  place  for  dresses.  Nylon 
was  in  second  place  for  blouses  and  wool  third  among  the  fibers  owned 
(table  2). 

~TJ     Rayon  and  acetate  are  combined  because  few  girls  seemed  to  know  the 
difference  between  the  two  fibers. 
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Lingerie. — Nylon  and  cotton  were  the  leading  fibers  named  for  dress- 
length  slips,  with  nylon  having  a  slightly  greater  edge  in  preferences  than 
in  ownership.  Rayon/acetate  and  silk  also  had  substantial  mention.  For 
standout  petticoats  or  crinolines,  nylon  (including  horsehair)  was  in  the 
lead,  with  cotton  second  and  rayon/acetate  third.  Cotton  played  a  major 
part  in  the  pa jama  wardrobe :  Ten  times  as  many  girls  said  they  had  pajamas 
of  cotton  as  of  either  rayon/acetate  or  of  nylon,  which  were  next  in  order 
(table  3). 

Rainwear. — More  than  half  the  teenage  girls  who  had  coats  strictly  for 
rainwear  said  these  coats  were  made  of  plastic.  About  1  in  10  said  they  had 
oilskin  or  cotton  raincoats.  Among  the  owners  of  multipurpose  coats,  cotton 
was  named  by  3  in  10,  wool  and  rayon/acetate  each  by  about  1  in  10.   In  ex- 
pressing their  fiber  preferences  for  rainwear,  more  girls  apparently  were 
thinking  of  the  special  raincoat  (possibly  because  more  owned  special  rain- 
coats than  owned  multipurpose  coats),  for  3  in  10  said  that  they  preferred 
plastic,  and  1  in  10  oilskin,  while  2  in  10  named  cotton  (table  k). 

Coats  and  jackets. — Wool  was  the  fiber  most  often  named  by  girls  who 
had  either  full-length  or  short  coats.  Slightly  more  than  1  short-coat 
owner  in  10  said  she  had  one  of  cotton  or  of  nylon.  In  sports  jackets,  on 
the  other  hand,  more  than  twice  as  many  girls  said  they  had  cotton  jackets 
as  said  they  had  wool  (table  5)» 

Anklets  or  bobby  socks. — Cotton,  nylon,  and  wool  were  the  fibers  most 
frequently  mentioned  for  anklets  or  bobby  socks,  with  cotton  far  in  the 
lead  (table  6). 

Shorts  and  slacks. — Most  girls  who  owned  shorts  or  slacks  had  them  in 
cotton.  No  other  fiber  had  prominent  mention  for  shorts,  but  wool  was  named 
by  more  than  2  in  10  slacks  owners  (table  7)« 

Reasons  for  preferring  cotton. — Table  8  shows  the  major  reasons  teenage 
girls  gave  for  preferring  cotton  for  various  items  of  clothing.  More  de- 
tailed reasons,  and  those  given  by  fewer  than  10  percent,  will  be  shown  both 
for  cotton  and  for  other  fibers  in  the  full  study;  but  for  the  purposes  of 
this  preliminary  report  only  those  reasons  advanced  by  10  percent  or  more  of 
the  girls  who  preferred  cotton  for  the  item  are  shown. 

Ease  of  care  and  laundering  was  the  outstanding  reason  given  for  pre- 
ferring cotton  in  most  items.  Generally,  this  referred  mainly  to  washing 
and  ironing  qualities,  but  in  the  case  of  standout  petticoats  or  crinolines, 
many  girls  mentioned  that  they  liked  cotton  because  it  starches  so  well. 
Cotton  was  variously  referred  to  as  "light,  cool"  or  "warm,  heavy"  depending 
on  whether  girls  were  giving  their  reasons  for  summer  or  winter  clothing. 

Other  important  factors  included  cotton's  durability  and  wearing  quali- 
ties, its  general  appearance  —  described  as  "neat,"  "crisp,"  or  "nice, 
pretty,  good  looking,"  —  and  that  it  is  generally  available  in  a  variety  of 
colors,  styles,  etc.  Many  of  the  girls  who  preferred  cotton  for  dress-length 
slips  gave  as  a  reason  that  it  does  not  cling.  A  special  appeal  of  cotton 
for  rainwear  was  that  cotton  raincoats  can  be  worn  for  both  rain  and  dry 
wear  and  don't  look  like  raincoats. 
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Table  U. --Teenage  girls:  Percentage  distribution  of  replies  to  the  ques- 
tions: "What  material  is  this  coat  (made  to  be  worn  only  in  rainy 
weather)  made  of?"  —  "What  material  is  this  coat  (meant  to  be  worn  in 
dry  as  well  as  rainy  weather)  made  of?"  —  "What  material  do  you  like 
best  for  rainwear?" 


Fiber 


Plastic -■ .. 

Oilskin — 

Cotton  — ■ -— 

Rayon/acetate ■ 

Wool — 

Nylon ■ 

Other  fibers 

Cotton  and  rayon/acetate  mixture 

Other  mixtures  

Unspecified  

No  preference  

Don't  know 

Number  of  cases ■ 


Raincoats 


Have 

in 
ward- 
robe 


Percent 
15 

10 

5 

1 
1 
1 

1 
3 
2 

10 


1/ 


568 


Multipurpose 
coats 


Have 
in 
ward- 
robe 


Percent 


1/ 


3^ 

12 

Ik 

2 

k 

k 
5 


2/, 


17 


kk3 


Rainwear 


Like 
best 


Percent 
29 
12 

17 
6 

3 
2 
2 

1 
1 

h 

5 
18 


895 


l/  Percentages  add  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  named  mors 
than  1  fiber. 

2/  The  6  percent  for  materials  of  unspecified  fibers  for  multipurpose 
coats  is  accounted  for  by  gabardine. 
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Table  5. --Teenage  girls  who  said  they  had  readymade  full-length  coats,  short 
coats,  sports  jackets:  Percentage  of  replies  to  the  questions:  "What 
materials  are  your  readymade  full-length  coats  (short  coats,  sports 
jackets)  made  of?" 


Fiber 


Have  in  wardrobe 


Full- 
length 
coats 


Short 
coats 


Sports 
jackets 


Wool 

Cotton  

Orion  

Nylon  — ■ 

Rayon/acetate 

Plastics  

Other  fibers  ■ 


Wool  mixtures  ■ 
Other  mixtures 


Unspecified 
Don't  know  - 


Number  of  cases 


Percent 
80 

5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

7 
2 

k 
7 


1/ 


Percent 
56 
12 

5 
12 

3 
1 
1 

5 
3 

2 
9 


1/ 


Percent 
2k 
55 


1 
k 

8 


1/ 


2/ 


Ik 

1 

3 

3 
6 


1,^98 


1,367 


1,237 


l/  Percentages  add  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber. 

2/  The  1^  percent  for  "other  fibers"  for  sports  jackets  is  accounted  for 
by  "leather"  and  "suede." 
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Table  6. — Teenage  girls  who  said  they  had  readymade  anklets  or  bobby  socks: 
Percentage  distribution  of  replies  to  the  questions:   "What  materials  are 
your  readymade  anklets  and  bobby  socks  made  of?  What  are  (all  or)  most  of 
your  readymade  anklets  and  bobby  socks  made  of?  What  material  do  you  like 
best  for  anklets  and  bobby  socks?" 


Fiber 


Have  in 
wardrobe 


All  or 
most  are 


Like  best 


V 


Cotton  

Nylon ■ 

Wool  — - 

Other  fibers 

Cotton  and  nylon  mixture 
Other  mixtures  


Percent 

88 

23 

16 

k 


y 


Unspecified  

None  predominates, 
Don't  know 


2/ 


7 
k 


no  preference 


Percent 

72 
6 

3 
1 
k 

k 
8 


Percent 

70 
10 

5 
2 


S/ 


Number  of  cases 


1,701 


1,701 


1,701 


l/  Percentages  add  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber. 

2/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 


Table  7« — Teenage  girls  who  said  they  had  readymade  shorts  (slacks):  Percent- 
age distribution  of  replies  to  the  question:  "What  materials  are  your 
readymade  shorts  (slacks)  made  of?" 


Fiber 


Have  in  wardrobe 


Shorts 


V 


Slacks 


V 


Percent 


Cotton  

Wool -■ 

Rayon/acetate 
Other  fibers  - 


Mixtures 


Unspecified 
Don't  know  - 


Number  of  cases 


1,526 


Percent 


98 

87 

6 

23 

2 

6 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

^6 

2 

3 

1,^79 


1/  Percentages  add  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber. 

2/  The  6  percent  shown  for  materials  of  unspecified  fibers  includes  5  per- 
cent gabardine. 
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